The Gemma King Memorial Fund

Gemma’s short life ended on 6th June 2007 in a tragic accident when on a family holiday in the Picos Mountains in northern Spain. During innocent child play she fell from a rock, fatally striking her head. She felt and knew no more. 

Gemma was a keen and capable outdoor girl. With her family she enjoyed hill walking, cycling, swimming and orienteering. Gemma was a member of Junior Ilkley Harriers and participated in Sportshall Athletics, primary school cross country races and local fell races. She loved belonging to her clubs. 

The Gemma King Memorial Fund will be particularly used to support charities that enhance children’s appreciation of wildlife and outdoor adventure. The fund will be distributed to the following charities: 

   Mountain Rescue – in either Asturias, Spain or the Yorkshire Dales.

  The Jack Bloor Fund – Jack was a pioneering climber, fell runner and member of Airienteers Orienteering Club. Following his death in 1984 this trust was established to help young people who lack the means to pursue their dreams in the outdoors. The Jack Bloor Fell Races are held on Ilkley Moor each May. Gemma ran the junior race several times.

  The Biscay Dolphin Research Programme – Gemma’s favourite animal is the dolphin. We sailed across this bay to Spain for our last holiday together. On the way back home, without Gemma, we saw eight dolphins racing towards the ferry’s bow wave. She was with us after all and was with friends.

  The Black Sail Youth Hostel Restoration Fund – We backpacked to this remote shepherd’s bothy in Ennerdale, Cumbria over Easter 2006. It was her favourite hostel. She loved its simplicity and the cosy sense of refuge as it poured with rain outside.  With friends we recently revisited this magic place. 

  The Nell Bank Trust – which is an award-winning day and residential outdoor centre adjacent to Middleton Woods, Ilkley and supported by Bradford Council. It is probably the most inclusive of its type specialising in work with a wide range of disadvantaged youngsters including those with physical, learning and sensory disabilities across the age range. In 2006, 14,000 visitors participated in a wide range of outdoor activities including pond science, orienteering, adventure education and team building.

Donations can be made to Skipton Building Society, 20 The Grove, Ilkley, LS29 9EG and should be made payable to the 'Gemma King Memorial Fund'.  

Thank you
Rob, Lindsey & Laura King

